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Remarks: 

Claims 1, 3, 5-13, and 15-17 were previously pending. Applicant has not amended or 
cancelled any claims, and therefore, claims 1, 3, 5-13, and 15-17 are currently pending. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected the claims under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over newly-cited U.S. Patent No. 6,666,378 to Davila in view U.S. Patent No. 
5,316,345 to Madison. Applicant files herewith a Rule 1.131 Declaration swearing behind the 
effective reference date of Davila, as discussed below. Applicant also submits that Madison teaches 
away from the asserted combination, as also discussed below. 

The present application was filed on February 13, 2002, and the effective reference date of 
Davila is January 25, 2002. IfDavila was an anticipating reference, it would be a 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 
reference, and therefore, proof of conception prior to Davila' s reference date coupled with diligence 
from just prior to the reference date and to the constructive reduction of practice of the present 
Invention is proper under 37 C.F.R. §1.131. Applicant submits herewith a Rule 1.131 Declaration 
attesting to conception of the Invention prior to January 25, 2002. Additionally, the Declaration 
establishes diligence in reducing the Invention to practice, with the diligence beginning at least just 
prior to January 25, 2002, and extending to the constructive reduction to practice date of February 
13, 2002, i.e., the filing date of the present appUcation. 

In view of the Rule 1.131 Declaration, Applicant submits that it has properly sworn behind 
the effective reference date of Davila, and therefore, Davila should be removed as a prior art 
reference. 

Applicant also submits that the combination of Davila and Madison is improper. The present 
application claims, among other things, "a foldable greeting card portion having at least a front panel 
and a rear panel, with the panels being hingedly interconnected along a fold line." In contrast, 
Madison discloses a single panel postcard. (Column 8, lines 66-67). In the Background: Prior Art 
section, Madison discusses the undesirability of a card having two or more panels. (Column 1 , lines 
28-46). The discussed disadvantages include additional paper costs, another score line, envelope 
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costs, and additional postage costs. Therefore, Madison clearly teaches away from two or more 
panels, as presently claimed. As such, the combination of Davila and Madison is improper. 

In view of the above arguments and the attached Rule 1.131 Declaration, Applicant 
respectfully submits that the pending claims are in allowable condition and requests a corresponding 
Notice of Allowance. In the event of further questions, the Examiner is urged to call the 
undersigned. Any additional fee which might be due in connection with this application should be 
applied against our Deposit Account No. 19-0522. 



Respectfully submitted. 



HOVEY WILLIAMS LLP 




Andrew Colombo, Reg, No. 40,565 
2405 Grand Blvd., Suite 400 
Kansas City, Missouri 64108 
(816) 474-9050 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicntion of: 



Examiner: SILBERMANN, JOANNE 



STREET, JOSEPH W. 



Docket No.: 32274 



Conflrmadon No.: 3196 



Serial No.: 10/076, 198 



Group Art No.: 3611 



FUed: February 13, 2002 



Customer No.: ^5986 



Title: GREETING CARD WITH 
SCANABLE GIFT CARD 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



1 . Ward/Kraft, Inc. is the Assignee of 1 00% interest in the above-referenced application. The 
sole inventor of the subject matter of the ^plication is Joseph W. Street. It is not possible 
to produce the declaration of Mr. Street, and therefore, Michael C. Maier, Senior Vice- 
President of Business Development and General Counsel for Assignee, is attesting to the 
facts contained herein. 

2. The Declaration is being made to establish conception of the Invention disclosed and claimed 
in the application prior to January 25, 2002, coupled with due diligence from prior to Januaiy 
25, 2002, through the constractive reduction to practice date of February 1 3, 2002, which is 
the filing dale of the application. All acts of conception, diligence, and constructive 
reduction to practice were carried out in the United States. 

3. The cfTcctivc 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) reference date of U.S. Patent Number 6,666.378 to DAvila 
is January 25, 2002. The Dfivila reference was cited by the Examiner in the Office Action 
dated January 31. 2005, 
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4. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of a first draft of the application with 
cover letter forwarded to the Assignee from its patent counsel prior to January 25, 2002. The 
first draft of the application discloses all subject matter currently being claimed in pending 
claims 1, 3, 5-13, and 15-17. Although the actual date the first draft of the application was 
forwarded to the Assignee has been redacted in Exhibit A, it is submitted that the disclosure 
contained in the first draft of the application clearly establishes conception of the claimed 
subject matter prior to January 25, 2002. 

5» Attached hereto as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of a second draft of the application 
with cover letter forwarded to the Assignee fiom its patent counsel on February 6, 2002. As 
can be seen fiom the cover letter, the Inventor contacted patent counsel to request changes 
to the application. The changes were timely made, and the second draft of the application 
was forwarded to Assignee. Therefore, from at least just prior to January 25, 2002, to the 
constructive reduction to practice date of Febniaiy 13, 2002, Assignee reviewed the 
application, contacted its patent counsel to request changes, and its patent counsel made the 
requested changes and forwarded the second draft of the application to Assignee for review 
on February 6. 2002, as evidenced by Exhibit B. 

6. As can also be seen by the cover letter of Exhibit B, patent counsel requested that the 
Inventor review the second draft of the application and execute the declaration necessary for 
obtaining a filing date for the application. Because the Inventor was fi^om out-of-state but 
was to be at Assignee's Fort Scott, Kansas location on February 1 1, 2002, patent counsel 
requested the Assignee to present the second draft of the application to the Inventor for 
review and execution of the declaration on February 1 1, 2002. The Inventor subsequently 
reviewed and executed the necessary documents for filing the patent application, and the 
application was filed two days later on February 13, 2002. 

7» Assignee thus submits that the first draft of the application embodied in Exhibit A and 
forwarded to Assignee prior to January 25, 2002, establishes conception of the Invention 
prior to the effective reference date of DAvila. Additionally, fi^ at least just prior to 
January 25, 2002, through February 13, 2002, which is less dian three weeks, the Applicant 
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8. 



9. 



of the present application was diligent in reviewing the first draft of the application, making 
corrections via its patent counsel, reviewing the second draft of the application, and 
forwarding an executed declaration to its patent counsel for filing of the application. 

Given the above* Assignee respectftilly submits that Exhibits A and B provide sufficient 
evidence to establish that the Invention recited in claims 1, 3, 5-13, and 15-17 of the present 
application was conceived prior to January 25, 2002, and that the Applicant was diligent in 
constructively reducing the Invention to practice from a time at least just prior to January 25, 
2005, to the filing of the present application on February 13, 2002. 

I, Michael C. Maier of Ward/Kraft, Inc., further declare that all statements made herein of 
my own knowledge are true and all statements made on information and belief are believed 
to be true, and fiirther that these statements were made with the knowledge that v^Iful, false 
statements and the like are punishable by fme or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 
of Title 18 of the United States Code, and such wilful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of any patents issued from the patent application. 



WARD/KRAFT, INC 





Michael C. Maler 



Date 



Senior VrcE-pREsiDBNT of Business Development St 
General Counsel 
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Mr. Merl Mercer 
Ward/Kraft, Inc. 
2401 Cooper Street 
Fort Scott, KS 66701 



Re: U.S. Patent Application; GREETING CARD WITH ENCODABLE 
GIFT CARD; Docket No. 32274 



Dear 



In accordance with your authorization, we have completed preparation of a draft of the above-identified 
patent application and thus enclose herewith, for the inventor's review the following documents: 

1 . Original copy of the application accompanied by a copy of the drawings With numerals 
applied; 

2. Assignment of the invention from the inventor(s) to Ward/Kraft, Inc.; and 

3 . Declaration and Power of Attorney. 




REDACTED 



Very truly yours, 

HOVEY, WILLIAMS, TIMMONS & COLLINS 
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GREETING CARD WITH SCANABLE GIFT CARD 



Background of the Invention 

1. Field of the Invention 

5 This invention relates generally to greeting cards which include a 

scanable gift card of the type which may be redeemed for goods or services. More 
particularly, it is concerned with a greeting card which functions as a carrier for a 
second card attached thereto having an encodable strip which may be activated at the 
time of purchase whereby the recipient of the greeting card may use the card to 
1 0 purchase merchandise or services. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

Greeting cards have long been used to convey congratulations or warm 
sentiment to recipients. A benefit of having preprinted greeting cards is that 

1 S professional artwork and corresponding textual expression is provided to the purchaser, 

who may then add personal notes and/or sign the card. On many occasions, the sender 
of the card may include cash or a check as a present to the recipient. Some cards have 
been designed with special pockets to hold currency intended as a gift. 

While greeting cards are very popular, they are a somewhat detached 

20 form of communication. The greeting card provides a means of conveying sentiment 

and a message, but is not interactive. Often, the sender of a card, such as a parent or 
grandparent, would like to convey a gift but also be the recipient of a telephone call 
from the child or grandchild, for example. Moreover, some gift-givers prefer to give 
something more specific than cash, such as gift certificates which are redeemable at 

25 specific merchants preferred by the recipient. 

More recently, telephone calling cards have been manufactured and sold 
at retail. These telephone calling cards and the systems for their use are described 
generally in U.S. Patents 4,706,275 and 5,918,909, the disclosures of which are 
incorporated herein by reference. The telephone calling cards are typically displayed 

30 at retail attached to a cardboard panel which acts as a carrier. A portion of the 

telephone calling card carrying a magnetically encoded strip extends from the margin 
of the cardboard carrier. At the retail checkout stand, the telephone calling card is 
activated after the purchaser pays the required retail amount by "swiping" the encoded 
strip through an electronic reader. This activates the accotmt for the card from a remote 

35 computer for a metered amount of telephone usage corresponding to the personal 
identification number or PIN particular to and identified on the card. This credits the 
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account so that upon purchase, telephone usage is "prepaid". The user then dials in the 
PIN in the process of using the card, with the usage being deducted from the computer- 
held account until exhausted. When the available number of minutes of usage have 
been exhausted, any calls in progress are automatically terminated, and no further calls 
5 can be initiated from that card unless additional minutes are purchased for that PIN. In 

the case of sample cards or other prepaid cards, an account may be created without the 
necessity of scaiming the card upon purchase. While these encoded areas are typically 
magnetically encoded strips, the encoded areas may also be provided as optically 
scannable blocks may also be employed to cany the account information from which 
1 0 purchases of goods or services may be deducted. 

Sunmiary of the Invention 

The present invention is intended to satisfy the need of the gift provider 

15 in providing a combination greeting card and gift which may be redeemed for goods or 

services by integrating an encodable gift card with a greeting card. The encodable gift 
card is coupled to the greeting card and thereby purchased as a unit, but may be 
detached from the greeting card by the recipient and then conveniently carried in a 
wallet or the like until redeemed for goods or services such as telephone services. The 

20 resulting combination provides convenience for both the purchaser and the card 

recipient, permits the gift card to be conveyed with a personalized sentiment, and allows 
the gift card to be initially concealed between the front and a second panel or other 
panel of the greeting card to provide an element of surprise. By coupling the gift card 
to one of the panels of the greeting card, slippage is avoided and both a preprinted 

25 sentiment and any personalized sentiment added by the giver can be fixed relative to the 

gift card at the time the recipient opens the greeting card to reveal the gift -card 
therewithin. 

The greeting card with encodable card of the present invention includes 
a greeting card having a front panel and a rear panel, with the encodable greeting card 

30 positioned between the front and rear panels and coupled to one of the panels of the 

greeting card by adhesive, slits forming tabs, or other retaining means whereby it is 
prepositioned relative to the greeting card. The greeting card is provided with 
preprinted mdicia on at least one, and preferably both of the panels, which may include 
artwork or a sentiment. The indicia may be printed so that it is not obscured by the gift 

35 card, or, if desired, may be printed behind the gift card so that it is initially concealed 
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until such time as the card is removed. The gift card hereof is a data scannable card. 
By "scannable card", it is understood that as described in U.S. Patent No. 5,918,909, 
the card itself is merely read by a scanner, but that an account corresponding to the card 
is activated after scaiming at the point of purchase. The present invention provides a 
5 combmed product which may be purchased as a imit at retail, thereby avoidmg waste 

normally found in the provision of a separate carrier packaging for the scanable card. 
The gift card includes a magnetic strip, bar code or encoded electronic chip such as a 
transponder chip with radio frequency identification, any of which may be read by a 
corresponding scanning device well known to those skilled in the art. A cutout window 

1 0 may be provided m the panel of the greeting card to which the gift card is attached as 

an aid to the merchant initially scanning the gift card at the point of purchase. By 
scaiming the information carried by the encodable strip, the account carried by a remote 
computer database is thereby activated to a credit amount corresponding to that 
purchased, so that the gift card may be utilized to purchase goods or services up to a 

1 5 predetermined amount of cash (dollars, Euros, etc.) or quantity (minutes of telephone 

service, number of commodities, etc.). The purchaser may then write an inscription or 
other personalized message on the greeting card and enclose it in an envelope together 
with the attached gift card. The recipient inherently views the indicia on the panels of 
the greeting card when opening the panels to reveal the gift card. The gift card may 

20 then be readily removed from the greeting card and held in a wallet or the like until the 

credit account in the remote computer is expended. 

These and other advantages will be readily apparent to those skilled in 
the art with reference to the drawings and description which follow. 

25 Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of the greeting card with encodable gift 
card of the present invention, showing a front panel of the greeting panel opened along 
a fold line to reveal the gift card carried within; 

Fig. 2 is a right side elevational view showing the greeting card with the 
3 0 front panel in a closed position substantially parallel to the rear panel, and the gift card 

adhesively coupled to the rear panel. 

Fig. 3 is an elevational view similar to Fig. 1 but showing the front panel 
perpendicular to the rear panel of the greeting card to reveal the preprintec^ indicia and 
inscription written on the inside face of the rear panel, with an encoded scannable strip 
35 on the reverse side of the gift card shown in phantom lines; and 
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Fig. 4 is a rear elevational view showing an optional die cut window in 
the rear panel whereby the gift card is positioned relative to rear panel to position the 
encoded scannable strip in registry with the window. 

5 Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

Referring now to the drawings, a combination greeting card with 
scanable gift card 1 0 is shown in Figs. 1-4 and broadly includes a greeting card portion 
12 having a front panel 14 and a rear panel 16, a scanable gift card 18, and coupling 
means 20 for temporarily securing the gift card 18 to one of the panels. The coupling 

1 0 means 20 may be provided as areas of adhesive 22 and 24, a mechanical fastener such 

as a staple or the like, or slits in one of the panels which receive the comers or edges of 
the gift card and consequently providing tabs, any of which serve to hold the gift card 
in a desired initial position on the panel. 

In greater detail, the greeting card portion 12 may be provided of any 

1 5 conventional material such as paper, cardstock, laminate, plastic or the like sufficient 

to support the gift card thereon without coUapsmg. It may be appreciated that in 
addition to front panel 1 4 and rear panel 1 6, the greeting card may include a number of 
intermediate panels created by folding or coupling of the greeting card material, and to 
which the gift card 1 8 may be attached. As shown in the drawings, the front panel 14 

20 is typically unitary with the rear panel 16, whereby the two panels are hingably 

connected along a fold line 26. In this configuration, the front panel 1 4 includes a front 
side 28 and a inner face 30, while the rear panel 1 6 has an inside face 32 and a back face 
34. The rear panel 16 may be optionally provided with a die-cut window 36 located 
interiorly and thus within the surrounding margin of the rear panel 1 6. Any of the faces 

25 of the front panel and rear panel may be provided with preprinted indicia 3 8, as shown 

m Figs. 1 and 3, and the indicia 38 may include text, photographs, artwork or other 
imagery as desired for suitable occasions. In addition, an area is preferably provided 
on the mner face 30 and the inside face 32 wherein an inscription 40 may be placed by 
the gift giver. The positioning of the indicia 38 and the area for receiving the 

30 inscription 40 is typically not covered by the gift card 1 8, but it may be appreciated that 

the greeting card portion 12 may be preprinted in such a way that indicia 38 may be 
preprinted on the inside face 32 as shown in phantom lines in Fig. 3 to reveal a 
"surprise" message readable after the gift card 18 is removed from the greeting card. 

The gift card 1 8 is preferably constructed of synthetic resin or laminated 

35 in order to be suitably rigid as is well known to those skilled in the art, and includes a 
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front surface 42 and a rear surface 44. The coupling means 20 holds the gift card 18 
securely but temporarily with respect to the greeting card portion 1 2 such that the edges 
of the gift card are positioned inside the surrounding margin of the panels 14 and 16 
The gift card 18 further includes a scannable coded portion 46 which includes 

5 identifying code information corresponding to each particular gift card 18. Such a 

coded portion 46 may be provided by a magnetically coded strip 48, or alternatively by 
optically scannable bar coding or a coded chip carrying a transponder which supplies 
a signal when electronically interrogated or a transmitter which sends a signal to a 
receiver. Where the coded portion 46 is provided as a magnetically coded strip 48 or 

10 an optically scannable bar code, the gift card 18 is coupled to the greeting card 12 
having the optional window 36 such that the coded portion 46 is in registry with the 
window 36 to facilitate scanning. The front surface 42 and/or rear surface 44 of the gift 
card 18 may be printed with indicia 50 which provides information as to the account 
holder who carries the credit from which the recipient may obtain goods or services, or 

15 fiirther information as to the manner of use of the gift card 18. 

In use, a purchaser selects a greeting card with scanable card 1 0 having 
the desired preprinted indicia 3 8 and account holder. By way of example only as shown 
in the drawings, when the intended recipient is about to graduate, the indicia 3 8 may 
correspond to the occasion, and the gift card, once activated, may enable the'holder to 

20 obtain a specified quantity of telephone services. The purchaser takes the combination 
card 10 to the vendor having a scanner. At the time of purchase, the vendor scans the 
coded portion 46 which in turn activates tiie account corresponding to the card in a 
computer database forapredeterminedcreditamount in either cuirency.such as dollars, 

or units of goods or services, such as telephone usage minutes. The window 36, 
25 although optional, is advantageous in tiiat it does not detract from tiie overall 

appearance of the greeting card 12, which faciUtating scanning by both exposing the 
coded portion and directing tiie vendor to tixe area to be scanned. After any added 
personalized inscription 40, tiie combination greeting card and scanable card 10 is then 
ready for maUing or otiier delivery to tiie card recipient. When received, the gift card 
30 18 is initially obscured from view by tiie front panel 14, but when tiie greeting card 12 

is opened along tiie hinge line, tiie gift card 18 is revealed along witii any inside indicia 
38 or inscription 40, tiius personalizing tiie gift delivery. Preferably, tiie gift card 18 
is attached to tiie greeting card 1 2 by adhesive, such as a tiiermoplastic adhesive, which 
remains attached to tiie greeting card 12 when tiie gift card 18 is removed tiierefrom. 
35 The gift card 18, being smaller in overaU dimensions of height and widtii tiian tiie 



greeting card, is thereby conveniently sized to be placed in the recipients wallet until 
used. 

Although preferred forms of the invention have been described above, 
it is to be recognized that such disclosure is by way of illustration only, and should not 
be utilized in a limiting sense in mterpreting the scope of the present invention. 
Obvious modifications to the exemplary embodiments, as hereinabove set forth, could 
be readily made by those skilled in the art without departing from the spirit of the 
present invention. 

The inventor hereby states his intent to rely on the Doctrine of 
Equivalents to determine and assess the reasonably fair scope of his invention as 
pertains to any apparatus not materially departing from but outside the literal scope of 
the invention as set out in the following claims. 
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Claims: 

1 . A greeting card comprising: 

a greeting card portion having at least a front panel and a rear panel, at least one 
of the panels having preprinted indicia thereon; 
5 a gift card having a coded portion with scannable information thereon; and 

coupUng means for temporarily securing the gift card to one of the front and 
rear panels whereby tiie panels initially conceal tiie gift card from view. 

2. A greeting card as set fortii in claim 1 , wherein tiie front panel 
and rear panel are connected along a hinge line. 

1 Q 3. A greeting card as set forth in claim 2, wherein at least one of 

said panels mcludes preprinted indicia corresponding to a particular occasion. 

4. A greeting card as set forth in claim 3, wherein at least some of 
tiie preprinted indicia is concealed beneatii tiie gift card. 

5. A greeting card as set fortii in claim 1, wherein tiie coupling 

15 means includes adhesive. 

6. A greeting card as set forth in claim 1 , wherein tiie coded portion 

includes a magnetic strip. 

7. Agreetingcardassetforthinclaiml.whereintiiecodedportion 

» 

includes a bar code. 

20 8. Agreetingcardassetforthinclaiml.whereintiiecodedportion 

includes a transponder. 

9. Agreetingcardassetforthinclaim l.whereintiiecoded portion 

includes a transnutter. 

10. Agreetingcardassetforthinclaim 1, wherein flie panel carrying 

25 tiie gift card includes a window positioned in registry witii tiie coded portion. 

11. Agreetingcardassetforthinclaim l.whereineachoftiiepanels 

of tiie greeting card portion has a widtii and lengtii and tiie gift card portion has a widtii 
and a lengtii which is less tfian tiie widtii and lengtii of eitiier of tiie panels. 
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Abstract of the Disclosure 
A combination greeting card and gift card with scaimable portion is 
provided to be sold and delivered to a recipient as a unit. The greeting card includes 
preprinted indicia preferably corresponding to a particular occasion such as a birthday, 
holiday, graduation or otiier celebretory event. The gift card includes a coded portion 
which, when activated, enables the holder of tiie gift card to obtain goods or services 
by access to credit corresponding to the card from a remote database. The gift card is 
initially temporarUy coupled to the greeting card by adhesive, tabs and slits, or a 
mechanical fastener, and concealed when tiie front and rear panels of the greeting card 
are in a closed, substantially parallel orientation. 
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Ward/Kraft, Inc. 
2401 Cooper Street 
Fort Scott, KS 66701 



Re: U.S. Patent Application; GREETING CARD WITH ENCODABLE GIFT 
CARD; Docket No. 32274 



Dear 



We have received comments from Joe Street regarding the draft of the application forwarded on 
and thus have revised the application in accordance therewith. Joe indicated that 

Thus, we have revised the application specification to reflect this, and 

Because of the 

revision to the application, we need to have Joe review the application and resign the signature papers 
regarding the application as revised. Joe indicated that he would be in Fort Scott at a DSU presentation 
on Monday, February the 1 Ith for a couple of days, and thus we are sending the application to you to 
coordinate signatures and return of the application to us. 

We thus enclose herewith, for the inventor's review the following documents: 

1 . Original copy of the application accompanied by a copy of the drawings with numerals 
applied; 

2. Assignment of the invention from the inventor(s) to Ward/Kraft, Inc.; and 

3 . Declaration and Power of Attorney. 
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GREETING CARD WITH SCANABLE GIFT CARD 



Background of the Invention 
1 . Field of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to greeting cards which include a gift 
card having encoded information and which may be redeemed for goods or services. 
More particularly, it is concerned with a greeting card which functions as a carrier for 
a second card attached thereto having encoded information, most preferably in the form 
of a optically or magnetically scanable region which may be activated at the time of 
purchase whereby the recipient of the greeting card may use the card to purchase 
merchandise or services. 



2. Description of the Prior Art 

Greeting cards have loi^ been used to convey congratulations or warm 
sentiment to recipients. A benefit of having preprinted greeting cards is that 
professional artwork and corresponding textual expression is provided to the purchaser, 
who may then add personal notes and/or sign the card. On many occasions, the sender 
of tiie card may include cash or a check as a present to the recipient. Some cards have 
been designed with special pockets to hold currency intended as a gift. 

While greeting cards are very popular, they are a somewhat detached 
form of communication. The greeting card provides a means of conveying sentiment 
and a message, but is not interactive. Often, the sender of a card, such as a parent or 
grandparent, would like to convey a gift but also be the recipient of a telephone call 
from tiie child or grandchUd, for example. Moreover, some gift-givers prefer to give 
sometiiing more specific tiian cash, such as gift certificates which are redeemable at 
specific merchants preferred by the recipient. 

More recentiy, telephone calling cards have been manufactured and sold 
at retail. These telephone callii^ cards and the systems for their use are desaibed 
generally in U.S. Patents 4,706,275 and 5,918,909, the disclosures of which are 
incorporated herein by reference. The telephone calling cards are typicaUy distiibuted 
as promotional items or displayed at retaU, where tiiey are attached to a cardboard panel 
which acts as a carrier. A portion of the telephone calling card carrying a magnetically 
encoded strip extends fix)m the margin of the cardboard carrier. At the retail checkout 
stand, tiie telephone calling card is activated after the purchaser pays tiie required retail 
amount by "swiping" tiie encoded strip through an electi»nic reader. This activates the 
account for the card from a remote computer for a metered amount of telephone usage 
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corresponding to the personal identification number or PIN particular to and identified 
on the card. This credits the account so that upon purchase, telephone usage is 
"prepaid". The user then dials in the PIN in the process of using the card, with the 
usage being deducted firom the computer-held account until exhausted. When the 

5 available number of minutes of usage have been exhausted/any calls in progress are 

automatically terminated, and no fiirther calls can be initiated firom that card unless 
additional minutes are purchased for that PIN. In the case of sample cards or other 
prepaid cards, an account may be created without the necessity of scanning the card 
upon purchase. While these encoded areas are typically magnetically encoded strips, 

10 the encoded areas may also be provided as optically scannable blocks may also be 

employed to carry the account information firom which purchases of goods or services 
may be deducted. 

1 5 Summary of the Invention 

The present invention is intended to satisfy the need of the gift provider 
in providing a combination greeting card and gift which may be redeemed for goods or 
services by integrating an gift card with coded or encodable information with a greeting 
card. The gift card is coupled to the greeting card and thereby purchased as a unit, but 

20 may be detached from the greeting card by the recipient and then conveniently carried 

in a wallet or the like until redeemed for goods or services such as telephone services. 
The resulting combination provides convenience for both the purchaser and the card 
recipient, permits the gift card to be conveyed with a personalized sentiment, and allows 
the gift card to be initially concealed between the front and a second panel or other 

25 panel of the greeting card to provide an element of surprise. By coupling the gift card 

to one of the panels of the greeting card, slippage is avoided and both a preprinted 
sentunent and any personalized sentiment added by the giver can be fixed relative to the 
gift card at the time the recipient opens the greeting card to reveal the gift card 
therewithin. 

30 The greeting card with encodable card of the present invention includes 

a greetmg card having a front panel and a rear panel, with the gift card positioned 
between the fi-ont and rear panels and coupled to one of the panels of the greeting card 
by adhesive, slits forming tabs, or other retaining means whereby it is prepositioned 
relative to the greeting card. The greeting card is provided with preprinted indicia on 

35 at least one, and preferably both of the panels, which may include artwork or a 
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sentiment. The indicia may be printed so that it is not obscured by the gift card, or, if 
desired, may be printed behind the gift card so that it is initially concealed until such 
time as the card is removed. The gift card hereof includes coded information thereon, 
such as a card having a personal identification number (PIN) or is a data scannable card. 

5 By "scannable card", it is understood that as described in U.S. Patent No. 5,91 8,909, 

the card itself is merely read by a scanner, but that an account corresponding to the card 
is activated after scanning at the point of purchase. The present invention provides a 
combined product which may be purchased as a unit at retail, thereby avoiding waste 
normally found in the provision of a separate carrier packaging for the scanable card. 

10 The gift card having scanable information includes a magnetic strip, bar code or 

encoded electronic chip such as a transponder chip with radio frequency identification, 
any of which may be read by a corresponding scanning device well known to those 
skilled in the art, A cutout window may be provided in the panel of the greeting card 
to which the gift card is attached as an aid to the merchant initially scanning the gift 

1 5 card at the point of purchase. By scanning the mfonnation carried by the encodable 

strip, the account carried by a remote computer database is thereby activated to a credit 
amoimt corresponding to that purchased, so that the gift card may be utilized to 
purchase goods or services up to apredeteraiined amount of cash (dollars. Euros, etc.) 
or quantity (minutes of telephone service, number of commodities, etc.). The purchaser 

20 may then write an inscription or other personalized message on the greeting card and . 
enclose it m an envelope together with the attached gift card. The recipient inherently 
views the indicia on the panels of the greeting card when opening the panels to reveal 
the gift card. The gift card may then be readily removed from the greeting card and 
held in a wallet or the like until the credit account is accessed by the recipient using the 

25 PIN number, scanning the encodable strip, or the like and the in the remote computer 

is debited until expended. 

These and other advantages will be readily apparent to those skilled in 
the art with reference to the drawings and description which follow. 

30 Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of the greeting card with encodable gift 
card of the present invention, showing a front panel of the greeting panel opened along 
a fold line to reveal the gift card carried within; 



Fig. 2 is a right side elevational view showing the greeting card with the 
jfront panel in a closed position substantially parallel to the rear panel, and the gift card 
adhesively coupled to the rear panel. 

Fig. 3 is an elevational view shnilar to Fig. I but showing the front panel 
perpendicular to the rear panel of the greeting card to reveal the preprinted indicia and 
mscription written on the inside face of the rear panel, with an encoded scannabie strip 
on the reverse side of the gift card shown in phantom lines; and 

Fig. 4 is a rear elevational view showing an optional die cut window in 
the rear panel whereby the gift card is positioned relative to rear panel to position the 
encoded scannabie strip in registry with the window. 

Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

Referring now to the drawings, a combination greeting card with 
scanable gift card 1 0 is shown in Figs. 1 - 4 and broadly includes a greeting card portion 
12 having a front panel 14 and a rear panel 16, a gift card 18 with coded information 
or an encodable area, and couplmg means 20 for temporarily securing the gift card 1 8 
to one of the panels. The coupling means 20 may be provided as areas of adhesive 22 
and 24, a mechanical fastener such as a staple or the like, or slits in one of the panels 
which receive the comers or edges of the gift card and consequently providing tabs, any 
of which serve to hold the gift card in a desired initial position on the panel. 

In greater detail, the greeting card portion 12 may be provided of any 
conventional material such as paper, cardstock, laminate, plastic or the like sufficient 
to support the gift card thereon without collapsing. It may be appreciated that in 
addition to front panel 1 4 and rear panel 1 6, the greeting card may include a number of 
intermediate panels created by folding or coupling of the greeting card material, and to 
which the gift card 18 may be attached. As shown in die drawings, the front panel 14 
is typically unitary with the rear panel 16, whereby the two panels are hingably 
connected along a fold line 26. In this configuration, the front panel 1 4 includes a front 
side 28 and a inner face 30, while the rear panel 1 6 has an inside face 32 and a back face 
34. The rear panel 16 may be optionally provided with a die-cut window 36 located 
interiorly and thus within the surroxmding margin of the rear panel 16. Any of the faces 
of the front panel and rear panel may be provided with preprinted indicia 38, as shown 
in Figs. 1 and 3, and the indicia 38 may include text, photographs, artwork or other 
imagery as desired for suitable occasions. In addition, an area is preferably provided 
on the inner face 30 and the inside face 32 wherein an inscription 40 may be placed by 
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the gift giver. The positioning of the indicia 38 and the area for receiving the 
inscription 40 is typically not covered by the gift card 1 8, but it may be appreciated that 
the greeting card portion 12 may be preprinted in such a way that indicia 38 may be 
preprinted on the inside face 32 as shown in phantom lines in Fig. 3 to reveal a 

5 "surprise" message readable after the gift card 18 is removed from the greeting card. 

The gift card 1 8 is preferably constructed of synthetic resin or laminated 
in order to be suitably rigid as is well known to those skilled in the art, and includes a 
front surface 42 and a rear surface 44. The coupling means 20 holds the gift card 18 
securely but temporarily with respect to the greeting card portion 1 2 such that the edges 

10 of the gift card are positioned inside the surrounding margin of the panels 14 and 16 

The gift card 18 further preferably includes a scannable coded portion 46 which 
includes identifying code information corresponding to each particular gift card 18. 
Such a coded portion 46 may be provided by a magnetically coded strip 48, or 
alternatively by optically scannable bar coding or a coded chip carrymg a transponder 

1 5 which supplies a signal when electronically interrogated or a transmitter which sends 

a signal to a receiver. Where the coded portion 46 is provided as a magnetically coded 
strip 48 or an optically scannable bar code, the gift card 18 is coupled to the greeting 
card 12 having the optional window 36 such that the coded portion 46 is ui registry 
with the window 36 to facilitate scanning. The front surface 42 and/or rear surface 44 

20 of the gift card 1 8 may be printed with indicia 50 which provides information as to the . 

account holder who carries the credit from which the recipient may obtain goods or 
services, or fiirther information as to the manner of use of the gift card 1 8. Also, the 
front surface 42 and/or rear surface 44 may be provided with a PIN number 52 for 
accessing an account corresponding to the gift card in a remote computer. 

25 In use, a purchaser selects a greeting card with scanable card 1 0 having 

the desired preprinted indicia 38 and account holder. By way of example only as shown 
m the drawings, when the intended recipient is about to graduate, the indicia 38 may 
correspond to the occasion, and the gift card, once activated, may enable the holder to 
obtain a specified quantity of telephone services. The purchaser takes the combination 

30 card 10 to the vendor having a scanner. At the time of purchase, the vendor scans the 

coded portion 46 which in tum activates the account corresponding to the card in a 
computer database for a predetermined credit amount in either currency, such as dollars, 
or units of goods or services, such as telephone usage minutes. The window 36, 
although optional in that the gift card 1 8 may have the account afready activated and 

35 accessible through the PIN number alone, is advantageous in that it does not detract 
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from the overall appearance of the greeting card 12 and in that it facilitates scanning by 
both exposing the coded portion and directing the vendor to the area to be scanned. 
After any added personalized inscription 40, the combination greeting card and scanable 
card lOisthenready formailingorotherdeliverytothecardrecipient. Whenreceived, 

5 the gift card 18 is initially obscured from view by the front panel 14, but when the 

greeting card 12 is opened along the hinge line, the gift card 1 8 is revealed along with 
any inside indicia 38 or inscription 40, thus personalizing the gift delivery. Preferably, 
the gift card 1 8 is attached to the greeting card 12 by adhesive, such as a thermoplastic 
adhesive, which remains attached to the greetmg card 12 when the gift card 18 is 

1 0 removed therefrom. The gift card 1 8, being smaller in overall dimensions of height and 

width than the greetmg card, is thereby conveniently sized to be placed in the recipients 
wallet until used by scanning and/or entering the PIN number electronically on a 
telephone keypad or the like.. 

Although preferred forms of the invention have been described above, 

15 it is to be recognized that such disclosure is by way of illustration only, and should not 

be utilized m a limiting sense in interpreting the scope of the present invention. 
Obvious modifications to the exemplary embodiments, as hereinabove set forth, could 
be readily made by those skilled in the art without departing from the spirit of the 
present invention. 

20 The inventor hereby states his intent to rely on the Doctrine of ^ 

Equivalents to determine and assess the reasonably fair scope of his invention as 
pertains to any apparatus not materially departing from but outside the literal scope of 
the invention as set out in the following claims. 
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Claims: 

1 . A greeting card comprising: 

a greeting card portion having at least a front panel and a rear panel, at least one 

of the panels having preprinted indicia thereon; 
5 a gift card having a coded portion with coded information thereon; and 

coupling means for temporarily securing the gift card to one of the front and 

rear panels whereby the panels initially conceal the gift card from view. 

2. A greeting card as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the front panel 
and rear panel are connected along a hinge line. 

10 3 . A greeting card as set forth in claim 2, wherein at least one of 

said panels includes preprinted indicia corresponding to a particular occasion. 

4. A greeting card as set forth in claim 3, wherein at least some of 
the preprinted indicia is concealed beneath the gift card, 

5. A greeting card as set forth in claim 1, wherein the coupling 
1 5 means includes adhesive. 

6. A greeting card as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the coded portion 
includes a personal identification number corresponding to the gift card, 

7. A greeting card as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the coded portion 
includes scannable information. 

20 8. A greeting card as set forth in claim 7, wherein the coded portion • 

includes a magnetic strip. 

9. A greeting card as set forth in claim 7, wherein the coded portion 
includes a bar code. 

1 0. A greeting card as set forth in claim 7, wherein the coded portion 
25 includes a transponder. 

11. A greeting card as set forth in claim 7, wherein the coded portion 
includes a transmitter. 

12. A greeting card as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the panel carrying 
the gift card includes a window positioned in registry with the coded portion. 

30 1 3 . A greeting card as set forth in claim 1 , wherein each of the panels 

of the greeting card portion has a width and length and the gift card portion has a width 
and a length which is less than the width and length of either of the panels. 
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Abstract of the Disclosure 
A combination greeting card and gift card with a coded information 
portion is provided to be sold and delivered to a recipient as a unit The greeting card 
includes preprinted indicia preferably corresponding to a particular occasion such as a 

5 birthday, holiday, graduation or other celebretoiy event. The coded information portion 

of the gift card preferably includes a PIN number or a scannable portion which, when 
an account in a remote computer corresponding to the coded information and the gift 
card is activated, enables the holder of the gift card to obtain goods or services by 
access to credit corresponding to the card from a remote database. The gift card is 

10 initially temporarily coupled to the greeting card by adhesive, tabs and slits, or a 

mechanical fastener, and concealed when the front and rear panels of the greeting card 
are in a closed, substantially parallel orientation. 
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